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In Dedication :
For those who were killed in the battle for
the freedom and independence of the Karens,
and for those who will "be victorious in
the i r figh t in the fu tu re .
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Introduction
From the basin of the River Salween in Burma, to the

border of Thailand, there lies the un-charted land of
Kawthoolei. In the language of Kawthooleifs inhabitants,
the Karens, the name Kawthoolei means "Flowerland".

However the people of this "Flowerland" have spent
their lives in a long and bloody struggle to protect
their culture and to gain recognition for themselves as
a nation that is independent of Burma.

The Karens are of Mongolian descent and were the
first settlers of Burma in the year 759 B.C. They were
conquered by the Mon and the Burmese tribes who later
immigrated to Burma. Under the rule of the Burmese, the
Karens were stripped, of their land and their culture
and. were forced to flee to the mountains and the jungle.

Centuries later, when Burma came under the rule of
the British, the lives of the Karens improved. They had
the right to hold jobs, and be educated as well as re
build, some of their own culture. The Karen National
Association was formed to help gain more national
rights for the Karens. The Association also took part
in general political elections and tried to become
members of Parliment, so they could pursue their cause
to gain freedom and independence for the Karens.

However the progress the Karens had. made in gaining
their autonomy was cut short when World War II started.
During the war, when the Japanese invaded Burma, the
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Bri t ish evacuated to India.

During the occupation of Burma, the Burma Independ
ent Army(B.I.A.) with the support of the Japanese,
arrested, tortured, raped, and killed many of the Karens
The bitter experiences of World War II made the Karens
realize that unless they fought to become autonomous,
their future, if controlled by others, would always be
one of enslavement and persecution.

After the end of World War II, as discussions were
being made for Burma to gain independence from England, the
Karens approached, both the British and Burmese Govern
ments and asked that an independent state for the
Karens be allowed, to exsist. Their plea was not
acknowledged by either government. In 1948, on February
eleventh, one month after Burma gained, its independence,
Karens from all over Burma staged a peaceful demonstra
tion to express their demands for an independent Karen
[state. Their motto was "Liberty, Equality, and Peace".

The Burmese Government ignored the^Karens1 demands,
nd ordered the Karen leaders to be arrested. Later
he Burmese Army attacked, and burned Karen villages,
aped their women and killed, many Karens.

In order to survive these attacks and achieve their
political aims of gaining independence, the Karens
aged a war of resistance against the Burmese Govern-
ent and its forces on January 31st,1949- The fighting
asted 120 days. However due to the inexperience of the
arens in warfare, they were forced to withdraw from
heir fronts which allowed the Burmese troops to occupy
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many of their areas.
In spite of these military set-backs the Karens

united themselves in their struggle and persisted and
have continued for the past thirty-two years to fight
for their freedom. "We have no way to survive except to
struggle against the Burmese oppression. We shall have
to choose either a l ife of slavery or fight for the
freedom and independence of the Karens"said Saw Richard,
a sergeant in the Karen National Liberation Army.

During this cruel and bloody thirty-two year war,
the Karens have fought without the aid of other foreign
countries, while the Burmese Government has recieved
•large amounts of aid from many foreign countries. They
also have endured the hardships of fighting in a
malaria infested jungle. Their bel ief in their cause is
so strong that they founded the Kawthoolei movement
under the leaderships of the Karen National Union.
Other minorities like the Karens living in Burma have also
joined, the Karen struggle for their respective inde
pendent states and. together formed the National
Democratic Front.

The Karens are trying to make their struggle known
to the world. The President of Kawthoolei Government
Lt. Gen. Saw Bo Mya on October first,1981 sent a letter
to Kurt Waldhein, the Secretary General of the United
Nations concerning the plight of Karens.(See P.132) The
letter states the Karens wil l never surrender, but wil l
."march forward to accomplish our aims". "The war may be
long and cruel" he wrote, "but we are prepared for all
eventual i t ies for to d ie fight ing, is bet ter than to
l ive l ike a s lave" .
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Obliged Choice
The only way for The Karens to
survive is to keep struggling.
We shall live and have to
choose the l ife of slavery, or
obtain the national freedom by
fighting against the Burmese
con t ro l .

Words of one
soldier of KNLA
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12,000 Karen National Liberation Army, armed forces struggle
against the Burmese Government Army.
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Karen National
Liberation Army
(KNLA) move to
the f ront l ine
separately in
the deep mist.
Guerr i l la war
fare experts
strike and de
fend against
the Burmese
Government
forces with the
support of the
Karen masses.
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Fighters enjoy plain food, rice mixed with chili and. dry fish.It is delicious meal if they can get a chicken to put in the
soup. After finishing their meal they bury the firewood, of any
other evidence of their exsistance.
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No.7 Brigade,
which the Karens
ca l l t he i r
"mother brigade"
of KNLA is
always in the
posi t ion of
offensive
against the
Burmese Govern
ment forces.
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KNLA attacked the Army Outpost and. occupied it. The three
government soldiers resisted to the last moment but finally
surrendered as prisoner of war. The captured soldiers are
Alkans. They were ordered to be stationed in Kawthoolei.
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After occupation, the Burmese army outpost
was burnt down and destroyed completely.
The iron bridge which was constructed at
the time of British Colonial rule could not
be destroyed by Karen made dynamite.
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Three captured Burmese soldiers were investigated by Col. Saw
Htay Maung in the jungle. Three hours later a government spy
plane flew over. The KNLA hide in the jungle and were not
detected by the plane.
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We Desire the Peaceful Life only
"We desire a peaceful life only"
The Karens want to observe their
customs and habits and to love
the Karens culture and society.
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Jw Ba U Gyi, the founder of Karen Revolution and supreme ■( jmmander of Karen National Defence Organization was surrounded
E'jld shot dead in the mountains of Kawkareik on 12-8,1950._ lie Kawthoolei Government and people commemorate his Martyr Day
ill All of the areas which have been influenced by KNLA.
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Wreaths of hibiscus are
placed on the marker which
was built in dedication to
the martyrs of the Karen
Revolution by Saw Than Aung
General Secretary, Saw Hla
Thoo, Adjutant General, Pu
Ler Wah, Minister of
Finance and Revenue and
representative of women.

(Above from left to right)
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O n e o l d
g e n t l e m a n n ide
a speech at )Ut
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Commanders of the General Head.
Quarters

Lt. Gen. Bo Mya, President of
KNU, Supreme Commander of KNLA
(above)
Saw Ba Thin, Minister of
Education and Culture (left)
(netx page from left to rig
Maj. Gen. Saw Tamla Baw, vi
chief of Staff Brig. Gen. S
Hla Htoo, Adjutant General,
Ler Wah, Minister of Financ
Revenue,U Soe Aung Member c
the Central Committee.
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Karen Dohn, the folk dance which is performed to
commemorate war victory, at national festivals, and
religious ceremonies. It is also a musical comedy
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National Education for the Karens
The Karens have developed their own
system of national education as
well as their own language.
National education of the Karen,
language has just been started.
Elementary schools which train
students for 6 years have been set
up in all of the vil lages in
Kawthoolei. However some of the
school huts were set fire to and burnt
down by Burmese government forces.
Many intellectuals such as the
graduates of Rangoon University,
lecturers, medical doctors,
pharmacists part icipate in the acti
vities of Karen National Union and
eventually succeed their former
leaders. Karen Nationalism is at
i t s h ighes t leve l o f un ifica t ion .
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Pya Li Pya Operation
Burma Government Forces maltreat,
supress and kill the Karen Masses
with a plan called "Pya Li Pya".
It is their way to destroy the Karen
revolution. The term "Pya Li Pya"
means four cuts: (1) to cut lines
which supply provisions, (2) to cut
the line of contact between Karen
Masses and KNLA, (3) to cut finan
cial sources of border trade, (4)
to cut the heads off any revolu
tionaries. Resisting Karen vil lag
ers are taught how to set mines
for self defence purpose.

$

ITV.*£0 _3-K •*-A£b> • U • fcT-f

t^l&^X'&Zo tE_t*»0, KNLAi:*
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Girls and boys, below eighteen years of age, who want to
volunteer as soldiers can join the military service of
KNLA. Their duties are to engage in custom office work,
the medical service, agricultural work and mil i tary
training in the rear service.
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Kawthoolei can not produce enough necessary food stuffs. It
can only produce enough rice to last for a nine month period.
The villagers grow corn and soybean by utilizing the slope of
the hills. Everyone, from children to adults make an effort
to concentrate manpower so the villagers can supply themselves
with food.
n - r - u -. TU l ^-^c7)'j_.^/j:^(7)-7 *, 9 u ft$•<?)%L^filft'Ct #1*. lll0>$.K£*lJfflLT l-'}^a=3->^
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Refugees who suffered from Burmese Army plundering,
abandoned their villages and stream into KNU managed
cooperat ive p lantat ion.
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"Innocent villagers,why did you run away? We came only
to kill Karen insurgents" reads the above inscription.
It was written on the Karen house by Burmese soldiers.

riPfci»*tAJ:fc-lfa_W,fc. #*«J*i'>/^#*£«Tfctf>fcr.t(::#.::<, K66tiEB^h-8l_IIKIRl +Rftj<n

In Takwikla vil lage, Pa An district in 1977, a vil lager lost
his eye due to random firing by Burmese Government forces
which attacked the vil lage.
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Those who can not endure the attacks and. the destruction of
their vil lages have decided to fight in self defence against
the Ne Win government force, and. learn how to set mines
during the rainy season.
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.' î ffeffl

I

■■■J T > \ *■* . " w



i *

tmessM

_*9_.

s$m

•s._ HP.
& aw EX In

TO?
« R &__&

v^\

m&*

v ^

I

^SS

•*»*a

k f j IMP t_H m
mi mmM&m

■&**&*!# ,

m '̂

w
_&*. 9M

•*:'*

IP
Et*-*r_

iS»!

i.V
&8
■ 9

f c W i + fl
Han!

■_-*Bgfei %

* »

^
«ra*"_•>,

*n*

«w:
5^£> ■ m « _ _ _ l L - >

P

,«r

W ^ s !
:>&m/i

m sl$]

v ^ 5 ^ t ^ «»SSSBRie_n
m

m
f_r __V__." f _f ___4 **■■* I *"• _ »*

Y§3Rj-F ?3M1
Sffi

•HHt

./■
' ' i

5^V:

fMvw9P_m]

^5££t: 23»«

13:

---=«_y*,r'S-

79&ZV:__u;—--*---r5u'





—*'..»-•■ • ■ :•__
*."^«te>«i_a»rAiWfc_!

t l
»*r»worr---m%

J«f>^
25fca__5___r S ?

*
£*_*■

. ' I

v1.

I t l M I ^

- ■>-.-.• 't\

SLY -J.

^ ^ T * - -

1 yi?3
/ ^

I'CS

r-.!f--": a; •'*«. f:

p-+_

stir?.-*

bs<:^u

_> **- -..__

'39« :$

.Vv,.

3m
&*-

:̂-
^

_£_S&t! ^ £ S ^ a r l ^ « k P _

fSSSS39£$ M ^ ^ l F ^ ^ 1 . ! ! ^ -
sS*5 fe >-"fv *



11/ u

___.•_"/• -.-■■• '■'_■



96

• s_raq..ren£)
pBOH "["Bjauag /!q ouo poxio.iq.uoo ^[Q-O^TP 9-tb qoiq/A sap-eSTjq

asoiiq. joj q.dooxa <apBSx_tq iiobo oq. paqoB^Q -/__mo_J_re ub saq VTM^.
; j ■■•;.'

. • . ■', sfctf. . . ' -i »'•'■':..
a ■ •"••--......
&___6l*-$>-."-



The cotton weaving factory
Each Karen family has their own hand-operated cotton weav
ing machine, the KNU gathered each familys' machine
created a factory for them to work in.
3-h-KOft«W*Wtm. 3-HM?Xft0»fftR|*t-ITl*tt l t . «#<&B&*Bfc.Z3.vWfTl**a 97
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Elephants employed in the transportation unit are used.
to catch the wild elephants of the Pegue Mountains in
Kawthoolei.
SigB&cngKJ* 7- Olm<T)f}\±(DW.*Mz. 2> - t tr h i£ J £.
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The elephant unit of the Karen Army works vigorously
in the rainy season. They transport ammunition and
food, supplies to the front line.
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Burma economical analysists feel that Burmese industry could
meet domestic demands for all daily necessities, if border
trade would stop. However border trade has steadily
increased and trade scale has grown larger.
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The Way to the Flowerland
The life of the Karen villagers is
extremely simple. They eat rice as
a main food with chil i , salt, dried
fish or sometimes mix it with corn
and soybern. Chickens, pigs and ox
are their precious property, even
though they are few in number.
The Burmese army requisitions
chickens, pigs, cows rice and other
food from the vil lagers. Those
villagers who protest and refuse to
obey the requisition are beaten andkilled by the Burmese soldiers.
Children of the Karens when they
grow up, look at their parents
miserable life with fortitude. Due to
living under these conditions,The new
generation of KNLA soldiers is in
effect trained by the Burmese
government forces and are prepared
to fight in the same manner as
their enemies. The KNLA soldiers
dream and hope to the way to the
true, peaceful Flowerland of
Kawthoolei.

ttA(D±>mffimtzo Kbzt-kiza., h<y*
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The Salween River is one of the two biggest rivers in Burma.
In this river, boats with engines are prohibited because they
aid. the KNLA military activities. People use bamboo rafts,
or row boats. They do their buying and selling on floats.
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(References I )

THE GOVERNMENT OF KAWTHOOLEI

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS

Dated October 1, 1981
To,

His Excellency Kurt Waldhein
The Secretary-General of the United Nations
Office of the U.N.O.
New York.
U.S.A.

Subject: The Struggle of the Karen People
for Independence.

Your Excellency,
Please permit me to approach you and to draw your

kind attention to the statement of your predecessor, in-
office, the late U Thant, in the book, "The United
Nations and Decolonization" page 1- which say:-

"The United Nations stands for the Self-Government
and independence of all peoples, and the abolition of
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c ia l d iscr iminat ion w i thout reserva t ions . I t can
ver afford to compromise on these basic principles."

Burma is a multi-national State, inhabited by the
rmese, Karens, Shans, Kachins, Chins, Mons,'Arakanese,
ohs, Palaungs, Lahus, Was, Nagas and other national
norities. Since Burma attained its independence on
e 4th January, 1948, the Burmese, who all along hold

ie reins of the Government, have been practising
mese Chauvinism, and the independence of Burma is but

|ie subjugation and domination of the Burmese over other
t ional i t ies of Burma.

Now, all the nationalities of Burma, Unable to
band the oppressions of the ruling Burmese, have taken
? arms against the Greater Burmans, all fighting for
leir respective independent state. The Karens, Karennis
(ayahs), Mons and Paohs rose up in 1949, the Shans in
358, the Kachins in 1962, the Palaungs in 1963, followed
y other nationalities like the Arakanese, Lahus, Was and
Dry lately by the Nagas in 1980. This taking up of Arms
y al l the nat ional i t ies against the rul ing Greater
arman, is sufficient proof that though Burma got its
ndependence, the independence is for the Burmese people
ily, whereas the nationalities are subjugated, by the
aling Burmese. There is racial discrimination and no
quality of people and races under the Burmese Govern-

We, the Karens are a nation, having all the
l^-sential qualities needed, of a nation, and were the
Lrst settlers in this country now known as Burma. We
re a simple, quiet and peace-loving people, and were

titer conquered by the Mons and the Burmese who came in
fter us. The Karens suffered, untold, miseries in the
=tnds of these overlords, by being ruthlessly persecuted,
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looted, and. tortured by them.
When the British occupied Burma, the lots of the

Karens were improved. They began to earn their livings
without being hindered, and enjoyed the right to go to
schools for their education, and were then ahead, of
other peoples in this country in many aspects, especial
ly, in education, athletics and. music.

When the Second World War broke out, and the
British evacuated Burma, making ways for the Japanese to
take the country, the B.I.A (Burma Independent Army)
started at tacking the Karens, arrest ing, tortur ing,
raping and killing many Karens.

The bitter experiences gained by the Karens during
the Second World War, gave them one lesson, that unless
the Karens have their own country they can never grow
and prosper. Instead they would always be persecuted
and enslaved. This gave the Karens a desire to ask for
their lost Country, the Karen State.

So, as soon as the Second World War ended, the
Karens started asking for a separate Independent Karen
State, through democratic means peacefully. But the
ruling British and the Burmese Government paid no heed,
to the Karenf's peaceful demands. On the 11th February,
1948, just barely one month after Burma got its independ
ence, the Karens all over Burma, numbering over 400,000
staged a peaceful demonstration to show their desire for
an Independent Karen State. The banners carried in the
processions contained (4) slogans, namely,

1. Give the Karen State at once.
2. Show Karen one Kyat and Burmese one Kyat at

once.
3. We do not want communal strife, and
4. We do not want civil war.
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The slogans of the Karens in this mass demonstra
tion are but the 3 slogans of the oppressed, colonies —
"Liberty, Equali ty, and Peace."

Instead, of meeting the Karens for peaceful discus
sions, the Burmese Government, and their presses, spoke
many ills of the Karens, accusing the Karens of being
stooges of the Br i t ish Imper ia l is ts . They la ter
arrested the Karen leaders, attacked many Karen villages,
shot and. killed, many Karens, raped their women, looted,
their properties, and burnt many of their hearths and
homes. These atrocities of the Burmese Government were
so unbearable that on the 31st January, 1949, the Karens
all over Burma, took up whatever arms they had, and rose
up against the Burmese Government to fight for their
lives, their honour, and their long cherished. Independ
ent State.

When the Karens took arms to fight for their very
existence and their independence, they at first attained,
great successes, but these did not remain long. They
soon suffered military reverses and had to withdraw from
many fronts, allowing the Burmese troops to re-occupy
many of their areas. These military set-backs of the
Karens are due to 2 reasons, namely,

1 . The Karens, then, had. l i t t le unders tand
ing and no experience of the revolutionary war,
and.

2. The Karens al l a long stood on their own
feet, fighting along without aid of any kind
from any country, whereas the Burmese Govern
ment received large amount of aids, militari ly
included, from many foreign countries.

The Karen Revolution has now lasted over 32 years.
During these long and hard years we have gone through
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many experiences—difficulties and pleasantness, suc
cesses and defeats. But this 32 years has been a bless
ing in disguise for us. Our understandings in many
fields have increased, our skills in all our works have
improved. We have been hardened and steeled both
physically and mentally.

We are fully convinced in the just and. righteous
ness of our cause. For, our enemy, the Burmese
chauvinists, from U Nu's AFPFL to the current Ne Win's
BSPP (Burma Socialist Programme Party) use Burmese
Chauvinism when they get power, in suppressing and
oppressing our Karens, and all the other nationalities
in the country—an act of racial discrimination and
national oppression which is abhored by the United
Nations.

Under the rule of the Burmese Chauvinists,
- The Karens are no longer allowed, to study their

own language in schools,
- Their schools and educational institutions were

taken by force and many were destroyed,
- Many of their newspapers and books were stopped,

even the rel ig ious periodicals are t ight ly
censored,

- They are oppressed, in many walks of life, in

education, in getting employments and in
earn ing the i r l ive l ihood,

- Their fields and plots of lands were national
ised and confiscated,

- They were being systematically exterminated by
the annihi lat ion, absorpt ion and assimilat ion
programmes of the unscrupulous Burmese Chauvin
i s t ,

- Many ways are used to divide the Karens to fight
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each other,
- The Karens have now to take Burmese names and

thus become Burmese Nationals.
In short, the Burmese Chauvinists,
- Oppress us politically by giving us no democrat

i c r i g h t s ,
- Exploit us in al l economic fields,
- Absorb our Karen cultures, Karen language, Karen

schools, and all our good manners and. customs,
- At tack and k i l l the Karens mi l i tar i ly.

To-day, the enemy is attacking us with (4) Cuts
Operation, fiercely in order to smash and. annihilate us.
The numbers of our refugees have increased. But,
contrar i ly, i t is amazing to see that the strong wi l l
and. determination of our armed personnels and all our
masses to fight to win this war have increased, many
folds on al l sides.

During this long and. cruel 32 years' war,
- We have been steeled and hardened, both physical

ly and. mentally,
- It gives us various correct understandings and.

trains us to be fit for our heri tage,
- It makes us see our own weaknesses in order to

be able to correct them and we have actually
corrected many of our shortcomings, in moral, in
many of our revolutionary lines and in our
attitudes and. thoughts,

- The morale as well as the military skills of our
armed, personnels are heighterned,

- Our masses in all battle fields have now partic
ipated, to fight the enemy in various ways,

- Our peoples in towns and cities and in enemy
occupied areas have now joined our revolution in
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great number,
- Many Karen University Graduates in Medicines,

Engineering, Laws, finance and Accounts,
Agriculture, Veterinary Science, Geology,
Philosophy, Education have now also joined our
revolut ion, thus enr iching our revolut ionary
q u a l i t y,

- All the nationalities in Burma have now taken up
arms to fight the Burmese Chauvinistic Govern
ment for their respective independent state, and
are united in National Democratic Front (NDF)

- We have now been able to inflict more casualties
to the enemy in all our engagements,

- The masses of all walks of life in the whole

country have now tried to oppose the enemy in
various ways.

Over all these situations, we, the Karen Revolution,
now proclaim that, we have established a Karen Stat
known as Kawthoolei, and have also founded the
Kawthoolei Government under the leadership of KNU - The
Karen National Union.

- Kawthoolei is Karen Independent State with full

r igh t o f se l f -determinat ion.
- The extent of Kawthoolei shall be the areas

where Karens are in majority, and shall be in
accordance with the wishes of the Karen People
and at the same time just and. righteous in the
eyes of the people of the country and the world.

The policy of Kawthoolei is National Democracy,
which is not Capitalism, neither Socialism nor Communism.
It fully accepts private ownerships, but opposes
exploitations and monopolies of all forms.

All the people in Kawthoolei shall have full
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democra t i c r igh ts po l i t i ca l l y, economica l l y, soc ia l l y
and cu l tu ra l l y.

Freedom and Equality of all religions is guaranteed.
To uplift and. develop our country, investments of

foreign capitals will be allowed, on condition that they
will not harm us.

Kawthoolei shal l maintain cordial relat ions with
its neighbours and other foreign countries which wish to
see the prosperity of Kawthoolei, or the basis of mutual
respect, t rust and benefits.

The basis programme of the Karen {.evolution is not
only to establish an independent Karen State with full
pol i t ical , economical and. cul tural r ights to al l the
people of the State, but to establish a New Federal
Union, headed, by the NDF, comprising of the states of
the nationalit ies on the basis of equality and self-
determinat ion for a l l the nat ional i t ies in the country.

The Union of Socialist Republic of Burma, headed by
the BSPP (Burma Socialist Programme Party) as it exists
today is but a union in name only and. it will and. can
never solve the present conflicts and crisis in Burma.
For the Union is dominated by Burmese Chauvinism in both
form and content.

We are not a handful of insurgents, blackmarketeers,
smugglers as the present ruler of Burma has painted us,
but are real revolutionaries who are fighting against
national oppressions, subjugation, domination and
exploitation of Burmese Chauvinism.

In our march forward to accomplish our aims, Ba U
Gyi's (4) principles mentioned below are our motto and
gu id ing pr inc ip les .

(1) For us surrender is out of question.
(2) The recognition of the Karen State must be
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completed.
(3) We shall retain our arms.
(4) We shall decide our own political destiny.

The war may be long, hard and cruel, but we are
prepared fo r a l l even tua l i t i es . For, to d ie figh t ing i s
better than to l ive a slave. But we firmly believe that
we shall not die, because our revolution is just and.
r i gh teou r.

We strongly believe in the Charter of the United.
Nations on the principle of self-determination and the
equal rights of peoples—a cause for which we are fight
i ng .

We are approaching you again to make our cause
known to the World Organization, and through you to the
whole world. We shall try to send you details of our
activities from time to time in due course.

We shall be very grateful if you will do whatever
you can to help us gain our independence and build a
genuine New Federal Union of Burma free of National
oppression, domination and exploitation and where
l iberty, equal i ty and peace prevai l .

At the same time we request you to send a fact
finding mission to us for the purpose of gathering first
-hand informations about conditions that exist in our
area and about the wishes of the nationalities of the
National Democratic Front regarding their future.

With deep respect,

Yo u r s f a i t h f u l l y,
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(Lt. Gen. Saw Bo Mya)
President

Government of Kawthoolei

Copy forv/arded to all Heads of States and Heads of
Government.
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(References II)
KAREN NATIONAL UNION (K.N.U.)

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS.

COMMUNIQUE TO ALL THE PEOPLES OF BURMA AND THE WORLD.

We released this communique in order to let under
stand and to attain sympathy from all the peoples of
Burma and the World by studying the true historical
facts and the current situation of the Karen revolution
led by K.N.U.

The ruling totalitarian Ne Win-San Yu military
chauvinist regime falsely alleged our revolution as
insurgent, radical nationalist and separatist movements
through their misguiding propaganda network.

The Karens are a pastoral people of Mongolian
descent and most of the historians also agreed that the
Karens were the earliest settlers in Burma long before
the advent of Burmans into the country. There two
peoples have different aspects on their cultures,
customs, traditions, temperaments and in their moral
codes. The Karens were forced to abandon their homes
and lands and had to flee for their safety and security
into the jungles and the mountains because of the Burman
feudal tyrants .

Under the British colonial rule we had a better
administration though there remained other kinds of
oppression. During the second World War under the
Japanese fascists, our situation was the worst among all
the nationali t ies owing to the i l l - treatment of the then
Burma Independence Army ( BIA ).
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After the second World War at the time of struggle
r independence, Karen people had participated not only

or the entire nation but also for their own Karen State,
ur just and. peaceful demands for the creation of the
aren State were ignored both by the British colonial
overnment and the then Anti-fascist Peoples' Freedom
eague (AFPFL) Interim Government.

When Burma regained her independence on January 4,
[948, the Karens, under the banner of KNU which was
ounded on February 5, 1947, staged a peaceful wide

spread demonstration on February 11, 1948 with four
logans:

1. Give us the Karen State at once,
2. Show Karen one Kyat and. Burmese one Kyat at

once,

1 3 . W e d o n ' t w a n t c o m m u n a l c l a s h e s , a n d

4. We don't want civil war.

The essence of these slogans means liberty,
equality, unity and peace.

Instead, our demands were responded with the brutal
at tacks - arsons, rapes, loot ings, k i l l ing, e tc . - by
the Burma Army.

Thus, in order to survive and achieve our political
aims - the Karen State with the right of self-determi
nation - we inevitably had to wage the war of resistance
on January 31, 1949.

We are fully confident of our just and righteous
demands enjoyable by a nation. So it was obvious that
our armed revolution is just and fair and our armed
struggle is not only in the interest of the Karens but
also for the ent ire nat ion.
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The Karen State constituted in the year 1954 was a
fake and the present so called the Socialist Republic of
the union of Burma is also a namesake which is contrary
to our consent and the will of the nationalit ies.
Because of its sham republic and. wrong policy, the
present Ne Win-San Yu military regime which has been in
power by coup d'etat since March 2, 1962 cannot and will
never be able to solve the political crisis, economic
difficult ies and social problems besett ing the country.

we believe and would like to stress that the one and
only solution to the problems of indigenous races
including Burmans is to establish the genuine Union of
the National Democratic Federal Republics based on
l iberty, equal i ty, and social progress with the r ight of
se l f -determinat ion.

Today, we - Arakan, Karen, Karenni, Lahu, Palaung,
Pao, Shan, etc. - have already founded the National
Democratic Front (NDF) in a united effort for the
realization of the above stated aims and objects.

Therefore, we sincerely request all the peoples of
Burma and the World, to provide us with a helping hand for
the achievement of our goals.

Central Committee,
Karen National Union,

Dated the 31st. January 1982. Supreme Headquarters.
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( References 111)

C H R O N O L O G Y

B.C. 2617 Immigration of the Karen from Mongolia

B.C. 2013 Arrival of the Karens in East Turkistan

B.C. 1866 Immigration of the Karens from East Turkistan

B.C. 1864 Arrival of the Karens in Tibet

B.C. 1388 Immigration of the Karens from Tibet

B.C. 1385 Arrival of the Karens in YUNNAN in China

B.C. 1128 Immigration of the first group from Uunnan to
South East Asia

B.C. 1125 Arrival of the first group Karens who entered
South East Asia

B.C. 741 Immigration of the second group of the Karens
from Yunnan to South East Asia

B.C. 759 The last arrival of the second group to enter
South East Asia

1 8 2 4 T h e fi r s t A n g l o - B u r m e s e w a r
The British took the Arakan and Tenessarim
s ta tes .

1852 The second Anglo-Burmese war
The British annexed the Pegue State

1881 The Karen, Thra T. Thanbya, Thra Myat San Po
Kwe, U Loo Nee, Thra Saw Tay and U San Lone
formed. Karen National Association. This
association worked towards the Karens having
national rights and took part in the general
political elections to become members of
parliament in where the Karens could presenttheir case.

1885 The th i rd Anglo-Burmese War, The Br i t ish took
Upper Burma and the whole Burma came under the
cont ro l o f the Br i t i sh .
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1886 The Br i t ish dec lare that the Burma is a par t
of India and under the control of the British.

1927 Sir San C Po published a book "Burma and the
Karens" in which he argued about the grant of
Tenessarim Division as a separate Karen State.

1928 Sir San C Po carried, his argument a step
further and asked the British Government to
consider the question. No developments occured
in relation to Sir San C Po's suggestion.

1937 Burma was separated and under the direct
contro l o f the Br i t ish.

1939 Ant i Br i t i sh Nat iona l Movement penet ra ted
through the whole of Burma. Mass meetings and
big demonstrations were held to gain inde
pendence

1941 Pr ime Min is te r U Soe v is i t the Br i ta in . Burma
came to bet the Dominion. World War II broke
out Dec. 8th. Burma Independence Army was
formed with support of Japan.

1942 Burma Independence Army occupied the Victoria
point and. the capital Rangoon. Pro Birtish
Government moved to Mandalay and exiled, to
In India. The Karen Army about 2,000 strong
went along with the British.
B.I.A. went to Karen villages looted, proper
ties, raped the women and burnt down the
dwellings on the pretext that Karens were
spies for the British. B.I.A. caused, havoc in
the Papun east of the Sittang (the area of
Karen settlements where the British, the
Burmese or the Japanese seldom visited) and
the Delta region, in places like Bassein,
Myaung-Mya Maubin and Hanzada.

1943 Central United Karen Associat ion was formed
for keeping the status and rights, of Karens and
reconciling the Burmese and the Karens over
cooperating with Japanese Army.A memorandom sent to the British Government by
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about 2,000 Karen fighters serving with allied
forces in India, requested the British Govern
ment to give attention matters in relation to
the demand of a separate state.

194 5 Format ion o f the Karen Pol i t i ca l Organizat ion
called K.C.O. (The Karen Central Organization)
Demand for Tenessarim Division to be consid
ered as a separate state of Karen
Decided, to send the delegates to United
Kingdom

1946 3-2 Karen National Congress was held in Rangoon.
Former solution changed. Tenessarim Division
and Irrawaddy Division were demanded to be
considered as a separate state from the Karen.
Aug. to Dec. The Karen Goodwill Mission was
sent to United Kingdom for explaining the
Karen affairs to the British Government.

194 7 2-1 Aung San - Atlee Agreement, Contained nothing
about the affairs of the Karens.

4-2 Karen National Congress was held in Rangoon
and al l the Karen poli t ical part ies attended

5-2 K.N.U. Karen National Union was formed as a
National Front for the precise undertaking of
the Karen National Affairs.

Resolution was passed for the demand to
include the affairs of the Karens separate
state and its rights in the Aung San - Atlee
Agreement. If there were no response,
it was further decided
t h a t :
(a) Saw Ba U Gyi was to resign from his office

as Cabinet Minister.
(b) To Boycott the country's consti tut ional

e lec t i on

20-2 The Karen urged the Burmese Government to
accept in principle, the idea of Karen State.
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1947 28-2 Karen leaders met the Council of Ministers led
by Aung San. The Karens were told, that the
issue of the Karen State was a thorny problem
which could be probably thrashed by the
contry's Assembly.

7-3 The Karens received a letter from the Secretary
of State of Burma in which he made an appeal
to them to join the election and work for the
state through the consti tut ion.

4-3 Saw Ba U Gyi resigned from his officer. Due
to the calumniat ion of A.F.P.F.L. , (Ant i Facist
People Freedom League) Saw San Po Thin and his
colleague submitted their resignation from K.II.i

10-3 Due to the calumniation of A.F.P.F.L., the
Karen Youth Organization,(K.Y.O) was recog
nized and San Po Thin accepted, a minister post.

6-4 The Karen National Union was re-organized.

16-7 The Karen National Defence Organization was
organized.

19-7 Assassination of Aung San and six other
Cabinet Minister. U Nu organized New Cabinet
and. got the seat of chairman of A.F.P.F.L.

3-10 Moulmein Congress; The following resolution is
Passed:
1) A demanded Karen State must be comprised, of

: Old Tenessarim Division, Irrawaddy
Division, Insein and Nanthawaddy District,
Nyaunglebin Sub-Division of Pegu district

2) To boycott the consti tut ional elect ion
17-10 U Nu - Atlee's independent agreement allowing

the British to maintain a power in holding
defence and economic affairs.

10-11 Const i tut ional elect ion
A successful general strike was held by the
Karens.
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)4 8 11-2 A country wide demonstration of more than four
hundred and fifty thousand Karens all over
Burma was held, demanding Karen State.

10-3 Meeting between A.F.P.F.L. leaders and Karen

948 Sept

Dec.

23rd
25th

1949 Jan.

leaders
A . F. P. F. L .
K.N.U.

U Nu, U Po Kun, U Ohn, U Win Pe
Saw Ba U Gyi, Thra Tha Hto, Saw
Tha Din, Mahn James TunAung, Saw
Be l l y

A.F.P.F.L. Government began to recapture
arms from the hands of the Karens. K.N.D.O.
invaded Thaton, Moulmein, Shwegyin and
Kyaukkyi. These town were returned to the
A.F.P.F.L. Government after compromise was
reached.
The Karen U.M.P. in Tavoy and Mergui were
disarmed and sent to Rangoon.

In Tavoy District 200 innocent Karens were
killed by fully equipped Burmese troops
while celebrating Christmas Service in a
village church on the night of the 25th.
Similar massacres also occured during
this time in Maubin.

The Karen arms were confiscated, Karen
leaders were also captured.

20-1 Tha Mat Chaung crisis

Merciless massacre were comitted again by
Burmese. These Burmese looted the village
of Tha Nat Chaung, committing inhumane
offences by raping Karen women, killing all
the villagers who were unable to run av/ay
from the incident and. burnt down their houses.

30-1 Ahlone-Sanchaung cr is is
The assault of the Burmese Government
towards the innocent Karen people living in
Ahlone-Sanchaung, at Rangoon; The assailants
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were Burmese armed force personel. Women
were raped, children were shot dead,
properties of the Karen people were stolen
and their houses were burnt down leaving the
whole Karen quarters to a barren ground.

31-1 The Karen took up arms and began to fight
the Burmese Government for the survival of
the Karen People, and occupied the Toungoo and
Bassein Delta Areas .
The Karen Revolution broke out.
The assault continued to spread to the
Karens living in Thamaing and Insein Delta
Areas.
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Note from the Author

I started covering the Karens and. Kawthoolei in
1976. While the eyes of the world, were concentrated on
the war of Indo-China, I committed, myself to reporting
the struggle of the Karens which is unknown to the
world.

Both the struggle of the National Liberation move
ment of the Karens and the conflict between Vietnam and
Cambodia occured during the same time. However the
National Liberation Movement of the Karens had not the
same impact on the world as the National Liberation
Front in Vietnam. The situation in Indo-China cast a
shadow over the Karen struggle and distracted world
a t ten t ion f rom i t . I fe l t a respons ib i l i t y to convey
to the world, the struggle the Karen National Movement
because it is an independent fight for l iberation that
has exsisted. without any financial or military aid from
any other foreign countries. Also I felt the Karens
had a sincere belief in their cause and that their
policies remain constant and up-held.
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I covered the border between Karen and Kareni from
the north to the Tavoy district in south. During dry
season it is easy to work, but during the rainy season
it was extremely difficult for me to take photographs.
I was about to cry at times, because of the severe
conditions, I had to work under in the tropical zone.

' I nearly suffered a scorpion bite in the Tavoy area.
The muddy color Tennasseriam River, served as both a
bathing place and as a source of water supply. The
water had to be boiled first, before drinking it.
Finally I caught malaria and for nearly three years
I was troubled by bouts of high temperatures and
shivering which are a result of the disease. When
working in the tropical area it was necessary for me to
take several special precautions to avoid my film being
damaged, by the humidity.

I was sometimes discouraged and disappointed not
to get good pictures when compared with the amount of
time I spent photographing. There were times I was
only able to take four or five shots over a period, of
three days due to travelling conditions and not being
able to get information about the current situation of
the war. The trip from Tokyo to Kawthoolei took four
days round trip. Most of my travelling was done on
foot, I found i t , exhaust ing.

There are so many who helped me in my photo
coverage, some of them I may never see again, as in the
case of Saw Richard, Sergeant of KNLA who spoke
passionately about the future of the Karens; he was
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later ki l led in a batt le in the vi l lage of Notmah, in
the Pa An District of Kawthoolei. He was only 22 years
old. Also there were several memorial photos which I
had intended to give some of the Karens, but because
they were victims of the war, I couldn't deliver them,
and the photos remained in my hands.

When I was faced with these tragic cases, I felt
the strong necessity for the Karens to prepare the
table for peace talks and to try to live in co-
exsistance. I would like to see the day when the
shooting stops and Karen States sets up.

Hiroshi Katoh, Tokyo

June 28th, 1982
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