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Karen New Year Day

The Karen cai)e!;’!aﬁyear (2756)

The commemorative analysis
for the annual celebration of the Karen New Year Day

To the panel of Chairman, township and regional delegates,
together with our Karen brothren (far and near ), and our Union
compatriots. May | first of all impress my gratitude and thanks all of the
elders concern for giving me an opportunity to put forward and clarify
the commemorative analysis for the annual celebration of the Karen
New Year Day, to the masses attending our 79th Anniversary of Karen
New Year Day (2016 ) , the Karen calendar year (2756 ).

Today for the Karen people the date in(2744) falls on 1st Tha-
lay for the (Sgaw) and 1st Htaing khauk- po for (Po) Karens. For the
Burmese, their date falls on 1st Pya-tho month-1366.The Karen New
Year Day celebration began since( 1937) and today the celebration
marks the 79th Anniversary off the auspicious occasion. For the Karen
people, this New Year Day was celebrated jubilantly with joy , hope
and happiness , attending mass services at the various churches for
the Christians and making reverence to the elders and giving alms to
the monks for the Buddhist. This Karen New Year Day was analected

as an official gazetted holiday by the government.

Firstly | would like to put forward some aspect regarding the
Karen calendar year as observed by some historians. Some historian
say that the Karen race came from the (Mongoloid stock) came in to
Burma (Myanmar) through Yunnan province (western china) under
seven different batches. The first batch left Yunan in BC 1128 and
reached Burma in BC 1125 . The second batch left Yunan in BC 741
and arrived Burma in BC 739. If we trace back the Karens from their

19



arrived date BC 739, till today we shall find the Karen calendar year as
2756.

Secondly, to review as to why the “Karen New Year Day” falls
on 1st Pya-tho, the Burmese calendar month. During the colonial era,
the “ Karen National Association” (KNA), popularly known by the the
Karen people as” Daw-ka- 100” was the first association to be formed
by the Karen people..The association began to promote and propagate
the Karen literature and culture to such an extent that in 1937 , began
applying for a “Karen National Day” for the Karen people as a gazetted
holiday to the colonial government. Their aim and object was to enable
the Karen people to organize and promote unity among the Karen
community , while endeavouring to build fraternity and harmony with
the Union nationalities as a whole.

Since the colonial government was quite afraid to recognize
the “Karen National Day” because they seem to believe that the Karen
nationalist sentiment might grew to such an extent that the Karen
nationalism would no doubt force the Karen people to become dynamic
nationalist and take advantage by joining the anti-colonial struggle. So
the government instead coax the Karen leader to accept a “Karen New
Year Day” instead of a “Karen National Day.” So the Karen member
from the upper house of the legislature of parliament got together and
held a meeting by consulting the issue till finally the Burmese date of
1st Pya-tho month was unanimously chosen as the day for the “Karen
New Year” under the following conditions~

(1) 1st Pya-tho is the date acceptable to all the Karen people
without any religious or national Discrimination.

(2) This 1st Pya-tho is in confirmation with the same timing of 1st
Tha-lay or 1st Htaing-Khauk-Po.

(3) This Tha-lay and Htaing-Khauk-po months falls on the same
month of Pya-tho and is the Gracious and well-being month
for the Karen people.
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(4) This day is the time for the production of new and sustainable
crops , residing in new home, building new houses and
remarking new spaces for new farms (town-yar) by the Karen

People.

So under these conditions that the “Karen New Year Day” was
chosen.

The Karen members of parliament who have signed and
submitted the resolution for the Approval of the “Karen New Year Day”

to the government were as follow:~

(1) Saw Johnson D. Po Min ~ Taungoo Myitta Byanmasoe
(2) Saw Myat Thein Henzada Buddhist
(3) Mahn Shwe Ba Bassein(North) Christian
(4) Saw Sidny Luni Bassein(South) Christian
(5) Saw Pe Tha Myaung Mya(West)  Christian
(6) Mahn Kan Aye Myaung Mya(East) Buddhist
(7) Mahn Tun Khin Maubin(North) Buddhist
(8) Mahn Shwe Nyunt Maubin(South) Buddhist
(9) Saw Tha Dwe Thaton(North) Buddhist
(10) U Hla Pe (Pao) Thaton(South) Buddhist
(11) U Po Hmyin Kyeikkame(East) Buddhist
(12) Saw Po Chit Kyeikkame(West) Christian

Whenever 1st Tha-lay , Htaing-Khauk-po arrived at the come
time of 1st Pya-tho, our old ancestors get together community-wise,
staging feast for their new sustainable craps. Furthermore the following

routing for the Karen people were observed:~

(1) All new crops and product (fruits) from the fields and garden
were gathered, cooked and eaten.
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(2) Allyouths try and catch reatures during the night and held feast
at their pleasure.

(3) On the early morning of 1st (Tha-lay , Htaing-Khaunk-po), all
the villagers and residential were gather at the selected place
and give reverence to the elders. Then have a nice time holding
feast together.

(4) On their auspicious day, all quarrels, grudges and revenge
between regional and hills and dales ceases while intimacy,
peace and tranquility prevails.

(5) On this auspicious day (near year day) we Karen undertake a
new foundation to build a new house and clearing new patches
of farm (town-yar) on the hills and dales.

The celebration we are now staging is undertaken according
to the routing | have said just now.

With the passing of the old year and the arrival of 1st (Tha-lay,
Htaing-Khauk-po) we shall all get together and give reverence to the
elders make speeches, dance and sing jubilantly, holding feast together.
All we Union national communities along with the Karen people under
weal and woe must strive to build a strong and united Union of Myanmar.
On this special occasion we Karen people shall join hands with all the
national communities and strive together with might and main for the
welfare, benefit and progress of the entire nation. May the Karen culture
and tradition be firmly sustainable with malice towards none, may peace

and happiness prevail towards mankind.

On this (2756 ) Anniversary of the “Karen New Year Day”,
the “New Year Day” celebration committee, wishes all of you a “Happy
Karen New Year” and compliment of the season.

Mahn Peter Kya Yin (KKK)
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